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rule, the Illinois are very lazy and greatly addicted
to brandy; this is the cause of the insignificant
results that we obtain among them. Formerly, we
had Missionaries in the three Villages. The Gentle-
men of the Missions étrangeres have charge of one
of the three. We abandoned the second through
lack of a Missionary, and because we obtained but
scanty results. We confined ourselves to the third,
which alone is larger than the two others. We
number two Priests there, but the harvest does not
correspond to our labors. If these Missions have no
greater success, it is not through the fault of those
who have preceded us, for their memory is still held
in veneration among French and Illinois. It is per-
haps due to the bad example of the French, who are
continually mingled with these people; to the
brandy that is sold to them, and above all to their
disposition which is certainly opposed to all
restraint, and consequently to any Religion. When
the first Missionaries came among the Illinois, we
see, by the writings which they have left us, that
they counted five thousand persons of all ages in
that Nation. To-day we count but two thousand.
It should be observed that, in addition to these three
Villages which I have mentioned, there is a fourth
one of the same Nation, eighty leagues from here,
almost as large as the three others. You may judge
by this how much they have diminished in the period
of sixty years. I commend myself to your holy
sacrifices, in the union whereof I have the honor to
be, etc.

Among the Illinois, this 8th of June, 1750.



